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Good morning ladies and gentlemen, it is a great pleasure to be asked to talk to you today about the life of Sir John Pender Over the next 30 minutes or so I hope to give you some insight into a man who, in my humble opinion, deserves to be recognised alongside such giants of the industrial revolution as Stephenson and Brunel, but regrettably is largely unheard of today.



The Modern World of Telecommunications 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
 In our modern world we have almost instant access to a wealth of information though our Laptops, Mobile Phones, Personal Computers and Tablets.Very few of us know or even care how this is possible.  Like all utilities, we just expect it to be there and complain when it isn’t!  Most of you are probably aware that access to the World Wide Web is only possible thanks to a vast global network of fibre optic cables.  These cables are the arteries of the internet, enabling e-commerce and shaping social media.  Therefore, submarine cables are arguably the most important technology in modern society. However, this unheralded industry did not spring up overnight; it was almost 170 years in the making and, as I hope to show you today, the greatest single contribution to this vast enterprise, was made by one man, John Pender. 



The Pender Family of Bonhill
• James Pender (1785-1860) and 

Marion née Mason (1780-1855)
• James: born 6 October 1808
• Christina: born 2 August 1810
• Mary born: 26 June 1812
• Margaret: born 13 May 1814 died 

1818 
• John: born 10 September 1816
• Margaret: born 24 December 1818
• Marion: born 19 April 1821
• Elizabeth: born 9 June 1823
• James Pender worked in the Bonhill 

Print Works known as ‘Wee Field’

Burn Street
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Pender was a Scotsman who came from a working-class background.His parents came from the Vale of Levin and married in Campsie in East Dunbartonshire in 1807.  They moved to Bonhill so that James could find work in the growing textiles industry. There they lived in a cottage in Burn Street, where they had eight children Their eldest son, James, never married. After following his father into the calico printing business, he died in Port-au-Prince on 4 January 1841, aged just 32. John was the middle of the seven surviving children, and the marriages made by his sisters, suggest a significant rise in the family’s affluence and social status over the coming years!John’s father appears to have been an educated man, who took up a clerical role in the bleaching and calico printing works known as ‘Wee Field’, a company established by Gilbert Lang in 1793. 



Glasgow (1824-1843)

• The Penders moved to the Gorbals, then to 
the southwest of Glasgow, in 1824 and in 
1837 founded James Pender & Co Calico 
Printers

• John attended Glasgow High School 
• In 1830, at the age of 14 he became an 

apprentice ‘Pattern Maker’ 
• In 1837, at the age of 21, John Pender was 

appointed as the factory’s manager
• On 24 November 1840, John married Marion 

Cairns 
• Marion gave birth to a son James on 28 

September 1841
• Marion died on 16 December
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Lang sold the Bonhill Print Works in 1824, and that same year the Penders moved from Bonhill to Glasgow. [Click] There James Pender’s career continued to advance, until he was finally able to start his own business, with offices in Broad Street.John started his formal education at the village school in Bonhill and then attended Glasgow High School, where he excelled at bookkeeping, maths and drawing.It is uncertain where John served his apprenticeship, but there is strong circumstantial evidence to suggest that it was at the Croftengea factory in Bonhill.  In 1830, this factory was operated by Turnball & Jones. Little is known about John’s apprenticeship years, but they appear to have been split into two distinct phases.  Initially, he trained as a pattern-maker.  However, when John Orr Ewing and Robert Alexander acquired Croftengea in 1835, John’s career path changed.  He was groomed for a role in management before taking control of the entire factory.  An impressive achievement for such a young man with no connections. John’s first wife was the daughter of a Glasgow merchant tailor.  The couple were soon blessed with a son, but Marion must have suffered complications during James’s birth because tragically she died [Click] just three months later, on her twenty-second birthday. 



John Pender & Co Commission Agents
• John Pender moved to Manchester in January 1844. 
• He acted as an export agent selling Calico Prints and Turkey Red cloth to India 

and China
• Within 2 years he had moved his office to 29 Dale Street nearer the city centre
• By 1858, he had moved his offices again to 10 – 12 Mount Street and also leased 

3 large warehouses, the largest was around the corner in Peter Street.
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The death of his wife and elder brother affected John profoundly.  He threw himself into his work, selling the company’s products to Manchester, then the centre of the growing export trade to China and India.  In the process, he made his masters very rich men, so when Orr Ewing decided to sell up and retire in 1843, John left the company and moved south, to set up his own business. Pender’s capital was limited, so he could only afford a small office in 20 David Street.  David Street was then the southern end of what is today Princess Street.  In addition to his export business, he traded the base material, called ‘grey cloth’, between the manufacturers, bleachers and printers, earning commission on each transaction.  This made him a lot of money very quickly. He soon became a respected merchant on the Manchester Cotton Exchange and as his business grew, he was able to move to bigger offices.  [Click] At the beginning of the 20th Century, Pender’s original offices were pulled down and replaced by this Grade II listed building. Then in 1858, he moved offices once more, to Mount Street in the city centre.  Again, the original building no longer exists, it became part of the Friends Institute School [Click] before being pulled down and replaced by The Lexicon in 1963.John Pender’s association with the cotton industry, in Manchester, lasted until 1878 and made him a very wealthy man 



A Second Marriage
• John Pender married  Emma Denison, on 12 June 1851, at the 

Renshaw Street Unitarian Chapel in Liverpool  
• Henry Denison Pender: born 8 October 1852
• Anne Denison Pender: born 9 November 1853
• John Denison Pender: 10 October 1855
• Marion Denison Pender: born 3 December 1856
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After a decade as a widower John remarried.Emma Denison was the eldest daughter of Henry Denison, a Liverpool lawyer, and Anne née Goulding.  Her father was a younger son of Robert Denison, owner of the Daybrook estate near Arnold in Nottinghamshire and very much landed gentry. Emma was an heiress to a significant fortune and as far as her mother was concerned, the self-made Pender was ‘Trade’ and in social status far below them; consequently, she never forgave Emma for marrying him.Nevertheless, it turned out to be a long, happy and successful partnership, which produced four children. 



The Lancashire Cotton Famine
1. James Pender & Co, Calico Printers absorbed into 

John Pender & Co
2. In 1860 the market collapsed
3. The American Civil War (1861-65)
4. Tens of thousands of men, women and children 

were laid off.
5. John Pender MP
6. Gaythorn Dining Room
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At the time of his second marriage, John Pender’s wealth was almost entirely dependent on his textiles business which, during the 1850s, continued to grow rapidly.In 1850, his father retired, and his business was absorbed, becoming the Glasgow offices of John’s company.  Cotton production reached its peak in 1858, leading to an oversupply of grey cloth and finished goods. The Lancashire cotton industry was almost entirely reliant on cotton from the southern states of America and this supply dried up completely due to blockades of Confederate ports by the Unionists.Almost overnight, the Manchester cotton workers went from being the best paid in the country to poverty and starvation. Pender was one of several Manchester merchants who lobbied the Government to increase cotton production in India, to compensate for the loss of American supplies. They needed a voice in the House of Commons, so Pender stood and was elected as a Liberal MP for Totnes, in a by-election on 12 December 1862. Due to his upbringing, Pender had always been sympathetic to the plight of the working man and, unlike many Manchester merchants, he kept all his staff employed throughout the famine. In November 1862, he opened the Gaythorn dining room, to provide cheap food for the working men of Manchester.  In the first month, over 50,000 men were served and, in a ceremony on 31 January 1863, the Mayor of Manchester, Abel Heywood, presented John Pender MP with an Illuminated testimonial signed by 2,200 people. 



Introduction to the Electric Telegraph
1. The Electric Telegraph Co Ltd
2. The Magnetic Telegraph Co Ltd
3. The English & Irish Magnetic Telegraph Co
4. The Magnetic Telegraph Co Ltd merged with The British Telegraph 

Co Ltd to form the British & Irish Magnetic Telegraph Co Ltd.
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So how did this successful cotton merchant get involved in the emerging business of the electric telegraph?Cooke & Wheatstone’s company was incorporated in 1845 and for six years enjoyed a virtual monopoly over telegraph traffic in the UK.Its first real competitor was formed in Liverpool in 1851.In 1852, the Magnetic needed new capital to lay a cable across the Irish Sea, so the company was reformed, to invite additional investment.  Based on his wife’s recommendation John Pender made a large stock purchase and then looked into the company’s affairs.  While following closely the installation of the Irish Sea cable, he met the Magnetic’s chief engineer, Charles Tilston Bright, for the first time, and it was this project that triggered his life-long commitment to submarine cables.In 1857, John Pender was instrumental in this merger and he became the new company’s first chairman.  It would provide the vital link between London and the west coast of Ireland for the Atlantic Telegraph. 



The Atlantic Telegraph
1. 1856:  Formation of the Atlantic Telegraph Company.
2. 1857:  1st attempt failed after just 330nm had been laid.
3. 1858:  2nd attempt completed and worked for a few weeks.
4. 1861:  Joint Committee Report on Submarine Cables.
5. 1863:  Death of John Watkins Brett.
6. 1864:  Formation of the Telegraph Construction & Maintenance 

Company known as Telcon
7. 1864: Purchase of the SS Great Eastern and formation of The Great 

Eastern Steamship Company.
8. 1865:  3rd attempt  failed 600nm short of Newfoundland.
9. 1866:  Formation of the Anglo-American Telegraph Company
10.1866:  System completed and the 1865 cable put through.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I do not have the time to do this epic tale justice today, but for those of you who have not heard the story before, I would strongly recommend Bill Burns & Nigel Linge’s excellent paper, a copy of which you have all received.  However, to set the scene, I will quickly show you some key milestones, that relate to John Pender’s contributions to this world changing project.After twelve long years the challenges were finally overcome, and two Atlantic cables went into service.  In recognition of this great achievement, Queen Victoria awarded decorations to six leading members of the project. 



Recognition & Reward
1. Curtis Miranda Lampson (1806-85):  Baronet.
2. Daniel Gooch (1816-89):  Baronet.
3. James Anderson (1824-93):  Knighthood.
4. Professor William Thomson (1824-1907):  Knighthood.
5. Richard Atwood Glass (1820-73):  Knighthood.
6. Samuel Canning (1823-1908):  Knighthood.
7. Cyrus West  Field (1819-92):  Honourable Mention.
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Honours were granted to the following men.Lampson was Deputy Chairman of the Atlantic Telegraph Co and was also on the board of the Anglo-American Telegraph Co.Gooch was Chairman of the Great Eastern Steamship Co and a director of Telcon Anderson was the Captain of the SS Great Eastern.Thomson was the Chief Scientist of the Atlantic Telegraph Co.Glass was Chairman of the Anglo-American Telegraph Co and Managing Director of Telcon.Canning was the Chief Engineer of Telcon. Field had been the driving force behind the project from the beginning and, although his contribution was recognised in the announcement, as an American citizen, he was ineligible for a British decoration. John Pender, the man who had done more than any other to make the Atlantic Telegraph a success, was not recognised in any way. 



John Pender’s Contribution

1. 1856-58: The Atlantic Telegraph Co.
2. 1857-68: The British & Irish Magnetic Telegraph Co Ltd.
3. 1864-73: The Atlantic Telegraph Co.
4. 1864-68: The Telegraph Construction & Maintenance 

Co (known as Telcon).
5. 1864-78: The Great Eastern Steamship Company.
6. 1865-96  The Anglo-American Telegraph Company

John Pender in 
1866
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So, let’s look at John Pender’s contribution to the success of this project, in more detail.:When Brett, Bright and Field came to Manchester to raise capital, John Pender was one of the first to invest £1,000.  He also encouraged other Manchester men to invest, helping significantly to raise the required £350K.  For this he was invited to join the board of directors, but after the 1858 failure he resigned his directorship to concentrate on his textiles business and the coming cotton famine.As already mentioned, he was the first chairman of this important company, a position he held until it was nationalised and became part of the General Post Office, in 1870. After John Watkins Brett’s death, in 1863, Field turned to Pender to take the lead with the British investors and invited him to re-join the board, where he remained until its merger with the Anglo-American, in 1873.Pender took on the task of merging the Gutta Percha Co with Glass, Elliot & Co.  To convince the directors, he put up a personal guarantee of a quarter of a million pounds.  He became Telcon’s first Chairman, until he stood down and was replaced by Daniel Gooch in 1868.It was Pender and Thomas Brassey who assisted Gooch with the purchase of the Great Eastern and he remained a company director until the ship was decommissioned in 1878.  It was also Pender who personally approached Cunard and secured the services of James Anderson as master of the Great Eastern.When, after the 1865 failure, the Atlantic Telegraph Co was unable to raise new capital, it was Pender and Gooch who raised the £650K to launch this company and complete the project.  Both invested £10K and became directors.  When Glass retired, due to ill health, in March 1867, John Pender replaced him as chairman, a position he held until his death.Despite his pivotal role in the ultimate success of the Atlantic Telegraph he received no royal recognition.  So why was Pender overlooked?  To find the answer to that question we must go back to Totnes. 



The 1865 General Election

1. 11-24 July 1865: General Election
2. John Pender and Alfred Seymour were elected as MPs for 

Totnes.
3. 50 election petitions were lodged with the Government
4. On18 October 1865  Lord Palmerstone died, and was 

replaced as Prime Minster by  John Russell (1792-1878)
5. Between the16-23 March 1866  a House of Commons 

Select Committee met, chaired by the Liberal MP Edward 
Pleydell Bouverie (1818-89)

6. May 1866: John Pender declared guilty of  bribery and his 
election declared void. 

7. 6 June 1866:  Royal Commission into electoral corruption.
8. 15 November 1866:  Queen’s Honours list published
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This election was called by the Prime Minister, Lord Palmerston at which the Liberals increased their majority to 79 seats [Click]In 1865 Totnes, like many other boroughs, returned two MPs to Westminster. [Click]These 50 petitions alleged corrupt practices during the election campaigns.  Most of them were lodged by losing Conservative candidates, so the Government was able to resist pressure to investigate. However, under Russell the Government became divided over the question of parliamentary reform, and they finally agreed to look into the accusations.The Totnes Committee took evidence from Thomas Harris, a Totnes blacksmith and Conservative agent, who alleged that Pender had offered him a job worth £300 per annum for his vote.  Surprisingly Bouverie denied Pender the opportunity to give evidence to the committee and defend himself against this accusation.  He then named Pender in his report to the House on 1 May 1866, declaring him guilty of bribery.  This was made public in The Times the following day.  In response, John Pender wrote a letter to the editor, in which he vehemently protested his innocence.  It was published, far less prominently, a few days later.The decisions taken by the Select Committees were not published in Hansard until 22 December 1866, and Robert Harris would later be shown to be a convicted perjurer.  However, solely on his evidence, John Pender had been condemned in the court of public opinion. The Royal Commission’s report was not issued until 27 January 1867.  Too late, it exonerated John Pender of the charge of bribery but found him guilty, like all the other candidates, of being aware of and condoning the corrupt practices that were endemic in these boroughs.That November, the public’s perception was that John Pender was guilty of bribery, which made it impossible for the Queen to acknowledge his role in the Atlantic Telegraph.  So why had Bouverie singled Pender out in this way?  It appears that, on several occasions, Bouverie had crossed swords in business with Pender, and had come off the worst in these encounters.  There is little doubt that Bouverie used his position as chairman of the Select Committee to settle some old scores.  This lack of recognition must have been a bitter pill for Pender to swallow but if anything, it drove him on to bigger and better things. 



The Cable to India 1870

1. The Anglo-Mediterranean Telegraph Co Ltd, 1868
2. The British-India Submarine Telegraph Co Ltd, 1869
3. The Falmouth, Gibraltar and Malta Telegraph Co Ltd. 1869
4. The Marseilles, Algiers and Malta Telegraph Co Ltd, 1870
5. Merged to form The Eastern Telegraph Co Ltd, 1872
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In 1868, Pender stood down as Chairman of Telcon. [Click] He then set about building a cable to India.  This was the start of what would become the global cable network, operated by the Eastern & Associated Telegraph Companies. Pender’s approach to this massive project was to establish limited companies for each section of the route, in order to mitigate the financial exposure.Anglo Mediterranean controlled the route from the French border, through Italy via Malta to Suez, with monopoly control over the land route across Egypt, from Alexandria.  This was an excellent time to be in control of telegraph traffic between Egypt and Paris, as the Suez Canal was in its final phase of construction.  Because of this access, in November 1875, Pender was instrumental in the British Government purchasing 49% of the canal company’s shares.British Indian installed the cable from Suez to Aden and on to Bombay.  This was the first of many submarine cable companies of which John Pender became the founding Chairman.He was frustrated by the French Government, when he could not negotiate operating rights over their terrestrial telegraph, so in June 1869, he registered this company.  It built and operated a cable from Malta to Cornwall via Gibraltar and Lisbon.  The original landing site in the UK was meant to be Falmouth, but it was moved to Porthcurno due to concerns over damage to the cable that could be caused by ships anchors, around this busy port.Not part of the direct route to India, this company built a cable between Marseilles, Bona in Algeria, and Malta.  It was laid at the request of the French Government, because Pender thought that by doing so it would assist him in obtaining the landline concession.  However, the concession was awarded to Phillip Arthur Stanhope, who had only acquired it to sell it to the highest bidder.  Pender successfully blocked Stanhope’s attempts to sell to anyone else, and finally purchased it from him in October 1876, at the cost of £100,000.Once the system to India was operating successfully, Pender merged these four companies, to form, under his chairmanship, the Eastern Telegraph Co. 



Completion of the India Cable
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To complete this first system, the shore end was landed at Porthcurno by the Investigator on the 6 June 1870, and the final splice was completed two days later. John Pender was in the cable hut on the beach at Porthcurno to witness the first message sent over his system to Bombay.  Both scenes were captured by the artist Robert Dudley, who presented these paintings to Pender shortly afterwards.  They remained among his most treasured possessions until his death. From 22 June 1870, these cables provided commercial telegraphic communication between London and Bombay.  Messages that might previously have taken weeks, or months, to deliver to India, could be sent in just 10 minutes. To celebrate this outstanding achievement, a soiree was held at John Pender’s London home, 18 Arlington Street, on 23 June. The guest of honour was Albert Edward, Prince of Wales, and Cromwell Varley demonstrated modern telegraph techniques.  Guests were invited to send messages to Bombay, Calcutta and New York, receiving replies within 15 minutes. 



150th Anniversary Celebrations

www.telegraphmuseum.org
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Next year will be the 150th anniversary of the landing of John Pender’s first submarine cable on Porthcurno beach.To mark this historic milestone, the Telegraph Museum Porthcurno, which occupies the site of the former telegraph station, is planning a series of events and activities throughout the period from April to October, with a special focus on the week of 22nd June.  So, you may wish to keep an eye on this website and their Facebook page for further information. 

http://www.telegraphmuseum.org/


The Eastern Telegraph & Associated Companies’ Network
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Over the next 20 years, working closely with Daniel Gooch, Pender used a similar business model to build his global network, and in most cases, the supply contract was given to Telcon.By the time John Pender left Manchester, his cables spanned half the globe, from the UK to New Zealand, and on his death, his companies controlled a telegraph network that covered almost all the world.These systems were extremely lucrative, but more importantly they controlled business, government and military communications.  This gave Pender incredible power and influence, which inevitably attracted envy and competition.  As soon as these services were in place, he had to fight to protect his shareholders’ investment and retain the companies’ leading / monopoly positions.  However, how he achieved this is a story for another day! 



Pender Residences
1856-73

1866-75

1850-561844-50

1863-1896 1876-96
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When John Pender moved to Manchester in 1844, he took up residence in Grove House in Higher Broughton, with his two-year-old son, James, and his youngest sister, Elizabeth, as his house-keeper.  Grove House is no longer there; the site, 282 Bury New Road, is now part of a Tim Horton’s cafe & coffee shop.Six years later he left Grove House and moved to a much larger residence, taking up a lease on Bredbury Hall near Stockport.  The original house was demolished in the mid-20th Century and was replaced by a small 3 star hotel and night club bearing the same name.Due to their combined wealth, Emma & John were able to give up the Bredbury Hall lease and purchase the larger Crumpsall House estate.  Again, this house no longer exists as it was demolished in 1934 to make way for an estate of semi-detached houses.  It remained the family home until 1873, when Pender sold it and made Arlington Street, in London, his main residence.  Shortly after he was elected as MP for Totnes, John Pender took a 15-year lease on 18 Arlington Street.  It was a unique Georgian house, built in the Gothic style, standing behind a gatehouse.  When the lease expired, he and Emma purchased the property, and over the next 12 years, they made several major additions to the house and gate house. The property was sold shortly after John Pender’s death and the house was demolished in 1934 to make way for luxury apartments, which are still there today.  However, the gate house was not taken down until the early 1950s. Pender bought Minard Castle on Loch Fyne in June 1866.  The family spent their summers there, as well as cruising around the Scottish coast in his steam yacht Sunbeam.  He sold the estate and the yacht in 1875.  Minard Castle is the only one of his residences still standing today.In 1876, Pender took out a 21-year lease on Foots Cray Place, in Kent.  Built in 1754, it was owned by the Vansittart family, and was one of only four Palladian style mansions to be built in the UK.  It was destroyed by fire in 1949.



Sir John Pender GCMG died on 7th July 1896

John Pender’s Grave 1896 Pender Family Tomb 2017
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John Pender services to his country were finally recognised with a knighthood, when on 10 January 1888, he became a Knight Commander of St Michael & St George.  This honour was elevated to Grand Cross in 1892, and two years later at the age of 78, he went into semi-retirement.  In December 1895, he suffered a severe stroke and despite rallying, was never able to work again.  [Click] The following July, he had another massive stroke and died at Foots Cray Place. His funeral took place at All Saints Church on 17 July. Over 250 mourners packed the tiny church and surrounding graveyard, and John Pender was laid to rest in the family vault [Click]. With the exception of this tomb, there is no lasting memorial to Sir John Pender accessible to the general public, but can I suggest that there is one building in Manchester where this could perhaps be rectified? 



John Pender’s  Manchester Legacy
1. Alderman Benjamin Nicholls (1790-1877) died on 1 

March 1877
2. Cotton Mill Owner and Mayor of Manchester (1853-55)
3. Memorial to John Aston Nicholls (1823-59)
4. Architect Thomas Worthington (1826-1909)
5. The Nicholl’s Hospital was built between 1877 & 1882
6. Part of the Nicholls Campus of Manchester City 

College in Ardwick
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By the end of the 1870s John Pender had broken all his ties with Manchester.  He had moved to London and closed his textiles offices, in both Glasgow and Manchester.  However, in 1877, the death of an old friend, gave him the opportunity to leave a lasting legacy to this city.  Nicholls died at his home, York House, then one of several large mansions at the southern end of Oxford Street.He was a prominent businessman and local politician who, in 1823, built a cotton mill in Chapel Street, Salford, and ran it very successfully for close on 50 years.He had appointed John Pender as the executor of his will, in which he instructed Pender to build an orphanage and school as a memorial to his late son.This had been Nicholls’ wife’s dearest wish and so, in 1867, he had commissioned Worthington to a design a building, that was not to be erected until after his death.Pender set up the trust fund to cover the capital cost, re-engaged Worthington and oversaw the construction.This building is now part of the Nicholls campus, and while there are small memorials [Click] to both Benjamin Nicholls and his son in the grounds, once again there is no reference to Sir John Pender, without whom this striking building would not exist.  Given the incredible telecommunications legacy that he has left us, perhaps there should be? 



Further Reading

Available from Amazon as:

An e-book
Paperback with Black & White Images
Paperback with Full Colour Images 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There is much more to the life story of this remarkable man, but I hope I have given you some insight to his many achievements.  If I have whetted your appetite to find out more about Sir John, then you may be interested in my biography of him, that was published in April, last year! 



Thank you for your Attention 
and Patience 

Are There any Questions?
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The End
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