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About the materials
mi-Guide@School is a set of materials for KS3 produced as part of an Engineering and Physical Sciences Research Council (EPSRC) Partnership for Public Engagement (PPE) project at the University of Salford.  Developed by a project partner, the Centre for Science Education at Sheffield Hallam University, the aim of the mi-Guide@School materials is to take a subject with which we are all familiar – communications – and develop a set of classroom and off-site activities that use this theme as a vehicle to gain knowledge and understanding through the exploration of a range of topics and related issues. 

The aims of the activities and associated materials are to:

· Encourage students to understand the important role communications technology plays in everyday life;

· Give students the chance to try out some communications technology themselves;

· Encourage positive attitudes to science and engineering;

· Encourage cross-curricular working.

Based within the Science Programme of Study for KS3, the activities of the mi-Guide@School materials provide students with a range of programme of study opportunities, including historical developments, research and independent enquiry, creativity and innovation and sustainability. As science is placed in both an historical and a contemporary context, the materials support a cross-curricular approach and also form a resource from which further activities can be developed.
The materials are presented as five classroom-based units (Written Language, Spoken Word, Still Images, Moving Images, and Digital Communications).  A sixth unit is designed around a visit to the Connecting Manchester Gallery at the Museum of Science & Industry (MOSI) in Manchester and uses mi-Guide, a hand-held multimedia visitor guide developed as part of an earlier project, to find out more about each of the communication types through gallery exhibits and information.  Activities within the units can be used independently, or as part of a coherent theme.

For further information about the resources and the Public Engagement project as a whole contact Dr K M Booth on k.m.booth@salford.ac.uk or 0161 295 4384 or see www.mi-Guide.co.uk.
